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These are three-sentence, roughly 30-second, précises of what you’ve written that serve several 
purposes: 
 
First, producing one crystallizes your thinking about your premise and main characters. 
 
Second, you have prepared a verbal description that you can recall from memory whenever an 
industry professional or a fan asks “what’s your book about.”  Never say “it’s about 300 pages.”  
That will fall flat with everyone you say it to. 
 
Third, this précis makes a wonderful second paragraph in query letters and may serve as back 
cover or jacket copy when you get your book published. 
 
These are equally valid reasons for all fiction, and even for short stories and nonfiction. 
 
Examples: 
 
 “In the near future, a female astronaut-physician aboard the International Space Station 
watches in horror as one by one her colleagues die of an unidentified contagion.  When NASA’s 
relief effort goes disastrously awry, the agency leaves her to die in space.  Meanwhile, the 
doctor’s husband, himself a space program washout, sets his own desperate rescue plan in 
motion.”  --Tess Gerritsen, Gravity, 1999 
 
 “As the Civil War begins, a spoiled southern heiress is spurned by her would-be lover; in 
retaliation, she marries a lesser choice.  As the war rages, her husband is killed, her family 
plantation is ruined, and her would-be lover’s wife, beloved by all, dies.  Throwing herself at the 
new widower, she is rejected and turns to a roguish cad who understands her, but eventually 
leaves.”  --Margaret Mitchell, Gone With the Wind, 1939 
 
 “In the closing days of the Civil War, Beth Wendland, an accomplished Union spy in 
Richmond, stumbles upon a plot to send a wagon bomb to blow up the White House and kill 
President Lincoln.  Abandoned by her masters in Washington, she must evade Rebel soldiers and 
a determined pursuer—the officer who had the wagon built—to get the information to Union 
intelligence in time to thwart the attack.  Aided by the Federal officer who loves her, Beth risks 
more than her life in trying to snuff out the burning fuse of the world’s first vehicle bomb and 
prevent disaster on the eve of victory.” 
  --Rob Kresge, Fire From the Ashes, unpublished, 2003 
 
 “When lawman Sam Taggart is killed from ambush by a long-range rifle shot, his two 
traveling companions, newly-minted Eastern schoolteacher Kate Shaw and former Texas 
cowboy Monday Malone, survive.  The unseen shooter’s tracks point toward theie destination, 
the tiny Wyoming town of Warbonnet.  Since she and Taggart were hired sight unseen, on the 
basis of letters, Kate convinces a reluctant but smitten Monday to assume the murdered 
marshal’s identity and help her unmask the killer.”  --Rob Kresge, Murder for Greenhorns, 2010 


